


i 














Vol. IX. 


Numb, 94. 


THE 


OBSERVATOR. 


A further Account of the Expuifion of the Tarquins from the Roman Throne. Of the 


lots to re- 


frore them, and how the Plotters were purifhd. The Examiner, Numb. i9. confided. Hes 


Memory fhort, but his Malice ftrong. 
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" Was hugely pleas'd lat day, Mafter, 
with the Story of the Targuins who 
play’d the Tyrant at Rome 5 pray 
give me fome further Account of 

them: They were very cunning Men, I perceive ; 

their Hiftory may be of ufe to us Country-Folks, 
and teach us how to beware of fuch Tricks, if 
we can. 

Obf. Livy tells us, Roger, that the firft of them 
was of foreign Race, and came to the Roman 
Throne by Cunning. His Son was Targuin the 
Proud, avery Tyrant, and his Wife a bloody Vt 
rago. He pretended to a Divine Hereditary 
Right, tho his Father had no Title but the Choice 
of the People, and was the firft Roman King that 
made ule of a conftant Military Guard: He lef- 
fen’d the Power of the Senate, acted in every 
thing without their Confent, and cat off the 
Chief of their Members. Knowing that his Sub- 
jeéts did not love him, he took all pottible Methods 
to make them fear him; and to this end fin’d, ba- 
nifh’d and putto Death thofe he fufpe@ed, or by 
whofe Ejtates he cou’d fillhis Treafury. He go- 
vern dail by private Cabals, affum’d to himfelt a- 
Jone the fole Power of making Peace and War, 
contracted and diffolvig Leagues and Alliances as 
he pleasd, without the Confent of the Senate. 
He ftrengthen’d himflf by foreign Alliances, and 
cut off his Nobles under the pretence of Plots ; 
particularly the brave Turns, who inveigh’d a 
gainft his Tyranny in an Affembly of the Nobi 
hey : He firft lodg’d Arms in his Houle, without 
his Knowledg, and then accus’d him of a Contpi 
racy ; for which the Arms found about him were 
produc’d in Evidence, and Turaus unjultly con- 
demu'd. 

Countyym. Hey-day, Matter; then I find fome 
Fulks learnt their Principles and Pradices of Ty- 
ranny, Sham-Plots and Murders, as well as of 
Relivion, from Aowe. 1 thought Gammer Cei- 
Lier’s Meal-Tub Plot, and Dagerfield’s lodging 
treafonable Papers in the Houtes of fuch as the 
Court had a mind to cut off in the Reign of 
Charles I', had been Oriyinals 5 but I perceive they 
wereonl, Copies. However,they were much aprer 
Scholars than our modern Plot-Wrights, who 
charg’d the Diffenters with burning their own 
Meeting-Houtes, and who coutriv'd the Sr. Pads 
Screw-Plot 5 for they had not thy Senfe to lodg Pa- 
pers and Screws with fome Fanaticks or Low 
Charchmen, and to order it fo, as to have them 
found abouc them upon fearci, “Twas happy, 
Matier, that their Wit could not keep pace with 
their Malice. 

Obs. Don't you teach them, Roger, they need 
no Prompter, | can aflure you they come on a- 
pace. The keilow who was taken at Okehampton, 
palting up a Paper on the Cpurch-Door, in che 
name of the Dizcuters, lait Winter, during the 
Saheverellite Tomelts ; and thofe who pubitih’d 
1s herein Levdox, with fham 
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Accounts of Diffenters being taken among the 
Mob that burnt the Meeting-Houfes ; and the 
Poftboy, who impudently publifh’d, that thofe 
who defacd K. William’s Statue in Dubim, were 
Presbyterian Apprentices; are faicient Proofs that 
the Party will prove very good Scholars in time. 
The Writer of the Secret Hfory of Arlus azd 
Odolphus, the New Aral tis, and even Mr.Ex—r 
feem to beno mean Proficients: So that af youl 
have but a little Patience, you may fee them 
make very noble Efforts towards ftriking off the 
Heads of the tall Poppies. The Fellow taken late- 
ly, as endeavouring tofet fire toa Meeting Houle 
near Warminftey, in which combuitible Matter 
was lodg’d beforehand (as was done by the Mob 
lait year in Mr. Wright's Mecting- Howe at Black- 
Fryars) is enoughto convince you that the Party 
is not idle. 

Countrym. Lam well fatisfy’d of rhat, Matter: 
But pray go on with your Accuunt of the Targum. 

Obj. Roger, I told you lait day trom Levy, that 
old Tarquin opprefsd the People, among other 
Ways, by imploying them to build a Hiyh Church 
on the Tarpe:an Mountain, which bis Father had 
begun, and he compleated it, that he might leave 
a Monument of his Reign and Nawe betind hun; 
and that this High Charch might be a topping one 
indeed, he refolv’d to unhatlow ail the reit of the 
Churches and Chappels, that none but bis fhou'd 
pretend tothe name of a Church; yet the Fana- 
tical or Low-Charch Proprietors of the Teauple 
of Terminus ftood their Ground, and wou'd not 
allow their Church to be unhailow d. 

Countrym. Well, and what came on’t at laf, 
Matter ¢ 

Ob!. After Tarquin had oppres'd the People to 
build his High Church, he imploy’d than in dig- 








zing Common-Shoars, to receive au the Filth of 
the City. 

Countrym. A pretty Story indeed, Mafter! I 
perceive that Bigotry and Superitition always end 
in the vileit of Slavery : But pray g> on. 

Obs. Targuin baving render d bimielf hateful to 
the People, the Rape comautted upon Lin retia, a 
noble Matron by his Son Seats (ter Griet of 
which fhe itab’d herlelf) made Bruras and others 
ot the Nobility to lay hold on that occafion, to 
expel him and his Family 5 as nuchto the Joy of 
the Peopie and Army, as fume bedy elle was, wath- 
in the Memory of Man, for a Kape on the Church 
aint Liberties of £veland. Butas Tf told you lait 
day, feveral Great Men, who had been Sharers in 
iis Lyranny, and Feilow-Debaucbees witli the 
young Targus, were uueaty at the Ciange of 
CSoverument 5 they did not love tu be under the 
Curb of Law, and having found that by canuy al- 
ways incouray d Liccntiouineis, they faid shatthe 
prekrt Method ob AdGwiolitration Was fiter for 
Bezzars than Geathemen: much Lkeche Dialect of 
a modern Writer, who ailedy’d, Ciat cite lately 
impley'd in the Government were iarce good tor 
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any thing, but to wear Liveries. Thas they went 
about to engage the Affections of the unwary 
young Noblamen, who receiv'd their Suggeftions 
very kindly, and were at lait brought into a Plot 
for reftoring the Tevquin Family, and bringing 
them privately into the City by night. They 
made a great progrefs in it, and engay’d fome of 
the Relations of tho who had the Adminiltra- 
tion, and even the Conful’s own Sons: But juit as 
they were ready to put it in execution, ‘twas dif- 
cover'd’by a Servant who overheard them, the Plot- 
ters were taken up, and the Defign prevented. 

Countrym. And whatcame of the Plotters, Maf- 
ter? Serely the Confal would be favourable to 
Lis own Sons and Relations, and give them Re- 
prieves.at leaft, if not Pardons. 

Obf. No, Roger 5 thofe Brave Patriots of the 
Roman Liberty ever prefer'd the Good of their 


Country to all other Interefts and Confiderations, | 


The Conful Brutws faw Execution done upon his 
own Children, with as much Unconcernednefs as 
if they had been no way related to him: and the 
reft of the Confpirators, tho young Men of Qua- 
lity, were faften’d to Stakes, whip’d by the Lic- 
tors, and then beheaded by their own Fathers. I 
mutt confefs that to us this would feem barbarous, 
Roger ;-but it fhews the Greatnefs of that Vertue 
which advanc’d tbe Roman Government to fo much 
Grandeur, and procur'd ’em not only. the univerfal 
Efteem, but the Dominion of the whole World. 
In this they follow’d the Law which God gave to 
the Jews, Deut. 13. © That if their Brother, Son, 
© Daughter, Wife of their Bofom, or Friend that 
was as their own Soul, entic’d the People to go 
after falfe Gods (and fuch was the Crime of the 
Targuins, inthe opinion of the Romans) their 
Eye was not to pity them, their Hand to {pare 
them, nor were they to conceal them; but their 
own Hand was to be firft upon them, and then 
© that of all the People.’ 

Countrym. We may fee by this, Mafter, how 
thofe Men would have pafs’'d their time among the 
ews and brave antient Romzns, who are for a 
foreign Government and Idolatry ,; which in the 
modern Diale& we may call a French Government 
and Popifh Religion. I perceive thofe People were 
of the {ame opinion with Athanafiws, the Author 
of one of our Creeds (tho fo many of our Church- 
men do now condemn his Doctrine) who approv'd 
what the Bifhop of Cagliari wrote to the Emperor 
Conftcntias, That he deferv'd to be punifh’d for 
countenancing Idolaters, according tothe Law of 
the Fews. Certainly thofe People would never 
have fuffer’d themfelves to be Prieft-ridden into 
Jdolatry and Tyranny, under a pretence of a Di- 
vine, Indefeafible, Hereditary Right, and Unlimi- 
ted Paflive Obedience and Non-Kefiltance ; fince 
they did not {pare their neareft Relations, who 
went about to fubvert their Conftitution and Reli- 
gion. But pray let us talk a little with Mr. Exa- 
miner : Have youconfider’d his Paper of the 7th 
Inftant ? 

Obf. ‘Itrave look’d on it, Roger, and take notice 
of his Apology for reflecting on the late Miniftry. 
As to which I fhall tell him that his Memory f{eems 
very fhort, when he fays he has named no Perfons, 
tho he exprefly named the General and the late 
Minifiry in his Paper, N°. 17. with fach an 
odious Charge, that if true, they deferve to be 
the Averfion of all Mankind; bur if falie, ’tis eafy 
to know what he deferves. Belides, Roger, let 
him take it as he will, I moft ftill cell bim, it bad 
been Good Manners to have ftaid cill they bad 
been accus’d by an Authority equal to that by 
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which they have been approv'd. Ee is pleas'd te 
ask by way of banter in that fame Paper; © [yas 





‘the Duke of AZ been accus'd of Hick 
> Crimes and Mifdemeanours? Has he been haved 
* at ashe pals’'d the Streets by an ungrateful Mob ?? 
To the firft we may readily anfwer, That he has 
been accus’d by the Examiner feveral times of 
High Crimes and Mildemeanours: In that {ame 
Paper he charges him to have been wanting in due 
Submiflion and Refpect to her Majefty’s Sacred 
Perfon and Commands, by which he deferves unj. 
verf{al Hatred: which is a fafficient Anfwer to the 
fecond Qaeftion, that it will not be owing to the 
Examiner if he be not hooted at and iniultzd jg 
the Streets by the ungrateful Mob whenever he 
comes home. And confidering how that fame po. 
lite Author has treated the late Miniftry, ’tis more 
owing to fomewhat elfe, than the Ex.miner’s Good- 
nature or Breeding, ‘ That Fobu the Prefident of 
© the Coach-Box, Mr.Oldfox the Receiver, the ig- 
© norant, wilful, afluming, and ill-inclin’d Clerke 
© Charlesand Harry, Will. Bigamy the Senefchal, and 





© Verres the Proconiul; have not been mob’d. He 
has taken care to point them cat fo as the Mob can’t 
-eafily miftake them : for after his Charge on the 
late Minifiry by name in his Paper, Novemb. 13. 
and thofe lovely Defignations in his Paper of the 
30th of that Month, ’tis eafy to know his Mean- 
ing. If the Examiner pleafes to confult the Lear- 
ned in the Law, or what was faid by the Counfe 
againft Dr. Sacheverel in the Cafe de Libellis Famo- 
fis, that the Law has guarded every private Man’s 
Reputation fo as not to be blafted by oblique Turns 
and {candalous Infinuations ; he may perhaps be 
let into the Merit of his ‘fobn Prefident of the 
Coach-Box, @c. But more of this another time, 
Koger. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


i Schema Sacrnm : or, A Sacred Scheme of Na- 
tural and Revealed Religion; making a Scriptural— 
Rational Account of thefe three Heads: As tirft, Of 
Creation, and that both in its Eternal Caufes and 
Springs in the Deity, and in the wonderful Proce- 
dure in the fix Days Work. And fecondly, Of the 
whole Complex Eternal Scheme of Divine Predeftina- 
tion 5 as comprehending the whole great Events rela- 
tive to Angelsand Men, with refpeét to Time and 
Eternity. And thirdly, Of the Wije Divine Procedure 
in accomplifhing the whole Parts of the aforefaid 
Scheme, In Difcourfing of all which Heads, the 
feveral principal Difficulties made by the great Pre- 
tenders to Reafon in our day, againft the Doétrine 
of the World’s Creation by God, the eternal Decrees 
of Divine Predeftination, the Conftitution of Adam as 
the moral Head and Reprefentative of all his Pofteri- 
ty, the Divine Permifion of the Fall of Man, the 
real and proper Satistaétion of Juftice by the Subfti- 
tution and Obedience of our Lord*Jefus Chrift in the 
name and room of the Eleé& ; together with the al- 
ledg’d Unaccountablenefs of the Supernatural Op-ra- 
tions of the Holy Ghoft in the Regeneration and 
Santtification of the Eleét of God: are all particu- 
larly confider’d, clear’d, and remov’d by Anfwers and 
Arguments founded upon Infallible Scripture and So- 
lid Reafon. By Tho, Blackwell, Minifter of the Gof- 
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